COLLEGE FOOTBALL

[t’s first in ‘10’ for New Haven

Osiecki-to-Hall TD with 21 seconds left gives Chargers initial conference victory

By Chris Honn
Hegiater Statl

WEST HAVEN — The University

- of New Haven [ootball team had its
share of chances in a loss against
, Assumption. It was a similar story
- last week against Bentley.

But the Chargers refused 10 let it
happen again.

Nat this time.

Quarterback Ryan Osiecki con-
+ nected with Sharieff Hall for a 19-
yard teuchdown with 21 seconds
. left 10 rally the Chargers o a 23-

16 victory over Stonehill Saturday

before 3,500. It was New Haven's

first home win this season and ils

first in the Northeast-10 Cenier-

ence.

“Il's a velief.” said wide receiver
Chris Ruffin, who finished with six
caiches for 122 yards,

Said coach Pete Rossomando:
“1t's like the monkey's off our
back."

Prior to Hall's touchdown caich,

. [t looked as if Stonehill was the
team that put together the winning
drive.

Trailing 15-10, the Skyhawks
marched down 1o the New Haven 1-
vard line with jusl over 3 minutes
left. On third and goal, New Haven's
Mike Gomes and Alex Quinn stuffed
running back Eddie Vachon lor a 3-
yard loss.

On the next play, though, quarter-
back Tim Mormison avoided a near-
sack by Angele Cupo and found Jor-
dan Smith for a 4-vard wouchdown

pass to give Stonchill a 16-15 lead.

“It was irustrating,” Rossomando
said of Stenehill’s score. “We were
playing good defense. They ran a
play actien, and they caught us. That
was just good play calling.”

At that paint, it seemed like the
irend would continue for New
Haven, The Chargers fumbled sev-
en times in their loss to Assump-
lion, and there were several missed
opportunities against Bentley.

Saturday, the Chargers had 1o
settle for a field goal after reach-
ing the red zone on their first drive.
Then with a chance ta cut inte a 10-
3 deficit in the secand quarter, New
Haven kicker Michael Herrera's
fleld goal attempt was blocked and
recovered by leammale Bernard
Risco, who was called for intention-
al grounding. So instead of a 10-6
game, S1onehill took over and with
good field pesition on New Haven's
49-yard line.

But this lime was dlfferent. New
Haven, which trailed 10-9 at the
half, was able to overcome its mis-
takes.

“It was coming of age for a lot of
players.” Rossomamslo said. "It was

L

After Stonehill took the lead late
in the fourth quarter, the Chargers
didn’t seem discouraged. Osiecki
and the rest of the offense kept their
COmMposure.

Facing a fourth and 10, Osiecki
found Rulfiin, who bobbled the catch
but held on along the right sideline.
Then just two plays later, Hall sprint-

ed past ithe Skyhawks' secondary
and Osfecki hit him over the middle
for the winning 19-yard score.

Osiecki finished with 323 yards
and two touchdowns on 30-of-48
passing. The Chargers limited their
turnovers, a concedn so far this sea-
son, as running back Mike DeCaro
fumbled once and Osiecki threw an
interception.

It was DeCaro’s (irst game this
season since injuring his ankie
in preseason, He finished with 12
yards on five carries before re-injur-
ing his ankle in the first half. He
was farced to stand on Lhe sideline
with crutches for the remainder of
the game.

New Haven silenced Vachon, the
third-leading rusher in the ME-10,
holding him to 45 and ro touch-
downs on 19 carries. Stonehill quar-
terback Tim Morrison threw for 225
yards and a touchdown on 21-0f-32
passing,

“That just showed we are well
coached," Rufiin said of the win.
“We're a young leam, bul we can
play with the best. We fight until the
end. A lot of young teams give up,
but we fight until the end. No matter
what.”

Prior 10 the game, there was a
ceremony dedicating Ralph F. Del-
laCamera Stadium 1o Raiph Della
Camera Jr., who donaled the funds
to build the field.

STADNM DEDICATION

In a surprise speech, DellaCam-
era dedicated the field 1o his father,
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Ralph DellaCamera.

“It's a good way to open up the
stadium,” the younger DellaCamera
said about the win. “IU's the first of
many to come.”

Chris Hurn can be ,..u"m' '
al chwn@nhiregicrer, com



